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The Rajas in the neighbouring hills had long been
jealous of the spread of the Sikh power. Their
jealousy grew rapidly when they heard that Gobind
Rai had procured a drum called Ran jit or the
Victorious in battle. The beating of a drum is one
way of declaring one's independence and one of
the Hill Chiefs, Raja Bhim Chand of Kalchur, re-
taliated by demanding the surrender of the Guru's
sagacious elephant as the price of peace. Nothing
would induce the Guru to part with it and Bhim
Chand and the other hill chiefs declared war. They
were completely defeated by the Guru.
After this victory and a second one over a body
of Musulmans, who came to extort tribute, the
Guru wrote some hymns in which he denounced the
worship of Hindu images :
'Some, worshipping- stones put them on their hends,
some hang lingams from their necks;
'Some see Gocl in the south, some bow their heads to
the west.
'Some fools worship idols, others busy themselves
with worshipping the dead.
'The whole world, entangled as it is in false cere-
monies, hath not found Goers secret.'
The Guru had always a great dislike for cutting
the hair and he relied on ancient Hindu texts as well
as the particular instances of Christ and Mahomed.
At length he resolved to lay down that the unshaven
head was one of the essentials of the Sikh religion.
He invited a number of Sikhs at the time of the
Vaisakh (May) fair to be present at Anandpur, un-
shaven and unshorn. On the morning after their ar-
rival he held an open air gathering. Drawing his